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They called him Ronald Taverner, 
Son of Tab Taverner, He was 
thirty-three years old. He grew 
up in Hermosa Beach, California. 


BELOW. THERE'S 

SOMETHING WE 

WANT TO SHOW 
YOu. 





It'S YOUR 
TWIN BROTHER. 
HIS NAME IS 
ROLAND. 





WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO HIM? WHY 
HAS HE BEEN 
TIED uP? 


HE WANTED IT THIS WAY. HE AND 


I CONVINCED YOU TO TAKE HIM AND 
HIDE HIM OUT HERE ON THE LAKE. 
HE'S BEEN MISSING FOR 
THREE DAYS. 


WHY CAN'T 
I REMEMBER ANY 
OF THIS? 


WHY WOULD I 
KIDNAP MY OWN 
BROTHER? 


YOU HIT YOUR 
HEAD, SON. SUFFERED A 
CONCUSSION. YOUR MEMORY 
SHOULD RETURN WITHIN A 
FEW DAYS. YOU JUST NEED 
TO KEEP TAKING THESE 
INJECTIONS. 





YOUR BROTHER WAS 
DRAFTED AND SENT 


TO IRAQ. I WAS ABLE 
TO MAKE SPECIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
HIS RETURN. 

I 60T 
HIM A JOB 
IN HERMOSA 
BEACH WORKING 
WITH THE URBAN 
PACIFICATION 
UNITS. 



















REMAIN UNCONSCIOUS 
AND HIDDEN FROM 
PLAIN SIGHT. IF THE 

GOVERNMENT FINDS 

HIM, THEY WILL 

ADMINISTER A TRUTH 
SERUM... AND THE 

INEVITABLE RELEASE 

OF THE INFORMATION 

THAT HE HAS STORED 
IN HIS NOGGIN WILL 

HAVE CATASTROPHIC 
REPERCUSSIONS. 


YOUR BROTHER MUST 
HE BECAME INNOCENT 
INVOLVED IN A PEOPLE ARE BEING 
DEEP CONSPIRACY. KILLED. HOMES ARE 
HE WITNESSED BEING INVADED WITHOUT 
THINGS. HORRIBLE SEARCH WARRANTS. 
ATROCITIES. PRIVATE INFORMATION 





DESTRUCTING. 


WHAT KIND OF 
ATROCITIES? 





WE CANNOT RISK 
ALLOWING HIM TO BE THE 
APPREHENDED. THIS |. 
WHY WE NEED YOuTO. DESTRUCTION OF 


IMPERSONATE HIM. US-IDENT. 


YOU ARE TO 
PERFORM A COVERT 
OPERATION. 


WHAT IS 
THE PURPOSE 
OF THIS 
MISSION? 


that it could not properly 

a ee ee 
unless cyberspace was placed 

“| under Federal regulation. 











UB-ident was the brainchild of the Republican 
party. A colossal think tank Formed under 
the protection of the patriot act. A merger of 
all law enforcement under Federal control, 





In the summer of 2006... 
the Urban Pacification 
Units were born. 





Us-ident began to enforce strict controls over 
the world-wide web. Before long, a could ¢ 


not log onto the internet, use a credit card, or buy 
gasoline without placing his thurnb orto a scanner. 
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Pozens of US-idert Facilities were 
constructed across the country. 
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eet 5 Through a denge network of surveillance 

f cameras and satellite communication, UB-Ident 

. nes became the watchful eye over a nation 
transfixed by the terrorist threat, and the 

ae desire to combat it by any means necessary. 


















The Fight beoan to get dirty... and the 
Democrats in congress were Forced to 
distance themselves From the liberal extremist 
cellg that began to form in protest. 


The Democratic party was 
on the verge COG 


A ie 
"ine a* 
“* bay a 


There were many disgenti tg | 
‘oups, the most vocal 
lich were the Neo-Marxists. 


oy, 





YOUR CONTACT IS ZORA 
CHARMICHAELS. SHE IS 
A NEO-MARXIST FROM 

VENICE BEACH. 


WHAT EXACTLY IS A 
NEO-MARXIST? 


KARL MARX. THE 
GREATEST PHILOSOPHER 
OF THE MODERN ERA. 

WE ARE DISCIPLES OF HIS 
TEACHINGS... HIS PRINCIPLES, 
HE IS THE BEARER OF 
TRUTH, THE VOICE OF THE 
REVOLUTION. 


THERE IS NO GREATER EXAMPLE 
OF CAPITALISM RUN AMOK... 
THAN THE SOCIAL DISEASE 

THAT IS US-IDENT. 


YOUR MISSION... 
RONALD... 15 TO 
DO EXACTLY WHAT 
MS. CHARMICHAELS 
SAYS. 


OUR MISSION IN 
LIFE IS TO DESTROY 
CAPITALISM AND 
DETHRONE GOD. 





IF HIS 

BROTHER EVER 
STARTS TO WAKE 60 
UP, JUST GIVE HIM WITH GOD... 

ANOTHER INJECTION. RONALD. 
HE'LL CONTINUE 
TO SLEEP LIKE 
A BABY. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WANTED: 
TO DETHRONE 
HIM. 





ARE YOU 
NOT FEELING }} 
WELL? _4 


JUST A LITTLE 
CONSTIPATED. 


fil 


I SEE. HOW LONG 
HAS IT BEEN once 
YOUR LAST BOWEL 
= ? SOUNDS NEAT. 
MOVEMENTS HOW WOULD THAT 
A COUPLE WORK? 
OF DAYS NOW. 
I HAVEN'T GONE TO 
THE BATHROOM SINCE 
I WOKE UP ON THE ( HMMM. THAT'S 
HOUSEBOAT. INTERESTING. 


YOU KNOW 
THERE'S THIS THEORY... 
THAT EVENTUALLY HUMANS 
WILL EVOLVE TO A STATE 
OF EXISTENCE WHERE 
BOWEL MOVEMENTS 
ARE NO LONGER 
NECESSARY. 


A MODIFIED 
ORGANIC DIET AND 
TRANSCENDENTAL 

MEDITATION. YOUR BODY 
WOULD LEARN HOW TO ABSORB 
ALL NUTRIENTS INTO THE 
BODY, MAKING DEFECATION 
UNNECESSARY. 





HMMM. SOMEHOW 
I DOUBT THAT'LL EVER 
HAPPEN. DEFECATION IS 


PART OF LIFE. IT STINKS... 


AND WE HAVE TO 
ACCEPT IT. 


YOU JUST 
WAIT AND 
SEE. 


I DISAGREE. 

I THINK DEFECATION 
1S THE RESULT OF AN 
INFERIOR FOOD SUPPLY 
ANP SPIRITUAL 
WEAKNESS. 


WHERE 
ARE WE GOING, 
ZORA? 





ISA 
PHYSIOLOGICAL 
REQUIREMENT 
OF THE BODY. 

SPIRITUALITY HAS 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH IT. 





a 


Boxer Santaros had arrived in the 
city of Palmdale. 14000 Wanito Place. 
WHAT 
THE HELL 
ARE WE DOING 
IN PALMDALE, 
KRYSTA? 


MY SCREENPLAY. ANY GREAT SCREENPLAY 
T'S REALLY REQUIRES THOROUGH 
HAPPENING. RESEARCH. 





MY FRIEND 
TAWNA MCBRIDE. 
WE WENT TO 
HIGH SCHOOL 
TOGETHER. 


YOU HAVE TO 
THE CHARACTER BECOME JERICHO 
IN THE SCRIPT IS CANE. GET INTO 
BASED ON A REAL CHARACTER. 
PERSON? 


yes. I 
6REW UP HERE 
IN PALMDALE. WE 
D SEVERAL OF 
HARACTERS ON 
REAL PEOPLE FROM 
MY HOME TOWN, 
BOXER. 


THE ONE AND 
ONLY. 


DoD 


eet ere 
SeSSOOXS 


ote! 
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HOLY GODDAMN. 
SHIT. 1S THAT I KNEW YOU WAS 
WHO T THINK LOOKIN’ TO GO LEGIT 
IT 18? WITH YOUR CAREER AND 
SHIT... BUT BOXER 


SANTAROS? 


Ou MY 
60D... I'M SO 
SORRY. WHAT 

HAPPENED? 


RICK DIED 
SIK MONTHS 
AGO. 














I 
DON'T KNOW. T 
FOUND HIM ON THE 
BATHROOM FLOOR... 
AND THERE WAS A 
SYRINGE STUCK 
IN HIS NECK, 














ONLY THE SYRINGE... IT LOOKED 
ALL FUTURISTIC AND SHIT. IT WASN'T 
NO HEROIN... THAT'S FOR SURE. 





DID IT 
LOOK LIKE 
THIS? 





DID YOu 
VOLUNTEER 


KNOW 
a YOU "RE TALKING 


WHAT 1S THE 
PROGRAM? 


RICK WAS IN 
THE ARMY. HE DID 
THREE TOURS IN IRAQ... 
THEN HE CAME HOME. 
LATE LAST YEAR... HE GOT 
INVOLVED IN SOME TOP. 
SECRET PROGRAM. SAID 
HE COULDN'T TELL ME 
ANYTHING ABOUT IT... OR 
THEY'D KILL HIM. 


PLEASE TELL US 
EVERYTHING YOU 
KNOW ABOUT THESE 
SYRINGES. 


HE HAS 
AMNESIA. 


I THINK THE 
ARMY WAS TESTING 
SOME KIND OF DRUG 
ON HIM, THEY STARTED 
PAYING HIM GOOD 
MONEY. 


DID HE START 
THE PROGRAM 
BEFORE YOU GOT 
PREGNANT? 


YEAH. HE 
DIDN'T TELL ME 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
UNTIL I WAS SIX MONTHS 
PREGNANT. WE WAS 
WORRIED THAT THE 
BABY MIGHT COME OLIT 
ALL FUCKED UP AND 
SHIT... BUT HE 
WAS FINE. 





WHAT'S IN THE FINAL 
YOUR BABY'S WEEKS BEFORE HE 
NAME? DIED, RICK STARTED TO 
ACT ALL CRAZY. HE'D GET 
UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT AND WANDER OUT 
INTO THE DESERT. 


WHY DID 
HE GO OUT TO 
THE DESERT, 

TAWNA? 


HE SAID HE 


WAS GOING TOY, , Mores 


EXCUSE ME FOR 
SEE THE INDIAN q A MOMENT? I NEED 
CHIEF. TO 6O TO THE 
BATHROOM. 











WHO 1S THE 
INDIAN? 


HE'S A NATURAL 
BLEEDER. NEVADA 
CHUKEHANSI. TOOK US 
A WHILE TO MAKE 
CONTACT. 










s WHAT 
| | DAY IS IT OVER 
THERE? 


JANUARY 
20TH, 2008. 
WHAT 1S THE TIME 
FROM WHERE 
YOU STAND, 
FUTURE MAN? 


HOW 
DID _YOU MAKE 


CONTACT? 


| AND I FOUND HIM. HE DON'T 
NEED THE DRUG. NATURAL 
| BLEEDERS LOOK FORWARD IN 
TIME. CHEMICAL BLEEDER: 
WE SEE BACKWARDS 
IN THE FIRST COUPLE 
OF DOSES. 


| 





Y JuLy 187. THAT MEANS YOu \\ 
CAN SEE INTO THE FUTURE NOW. | 
DOES THAT MAKE YOU A 
NATURAL BLEEDER? 





THAT'S WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN 
YOU TAKE TOO MANY = 
INJECTIONS. YOU START 
TO BLEED BOTH WAYS. 
YOU'RE MY FIRST 
FUTURE BLEED. 4 


"I HOPE I'M NOT 
{ a DISAPPOINTMENT 
: TO YOU. 


THAT MAKES: 
weer 
DOING IN MY HOUSE? BELIEVE 


ME... I'M NOT 
ARE oe FUCKING FUCKING TAWNA. 


I’M i 
HERE DOING J | SHE a 4] MY 
RESEARCH. 4 


WAIT A MINUTE... 


I RECOGNIZE YOu, WELL... IF 
FUTURE MAN. YOU'RE... YOU'RE IN MY 
YOU'RE A FUCKING HOUSE... SIX 
MONTHS IN THE 


THE FUCK AM 
I? AMI AT 
WORK? 


YOu'RE 
DEAD, RICK. 


SANTAROS. 





YOU HEARD WHATEVER 


ME. YOU DIED... 2 . 
RIGHT HERE IN THIS ae ar mon wes 
BAVC. IN YOUR NECK. 


FUCK YOU, 
SANTAROS, NOBODY 
TELLS RICK MCBRIDE 

WHAT TO DO. 


SiX MONTHS 
AGO... THEY FOUND 
YOU DEAD WITH A 
NEEDLE IN YOUR NECK. 
ON THE FLOOR OF THIS 
BATHROOM. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE FUCKING 
TAWNA! THAT 
FUCKING SLUT! 
I KNEW THAT 
FUCKING SLUT 
WAS CHEATING 


WHY 
WOULD T Lie 
TO YOU? 








I JUST 
SAW HOW YOUR 
4 HUSBAND DIED... I | 
)} JUST SAW THE WHOLE | 
I THING... I WAS 
PART OF IT... 








I... I CAN 
SEE THROUGH 
TIME... 


YOUR 
MOVIES SUCK 
ANYWAY! 


























Should Boxer not out pace the serpent, 


he wouhd Fal info a deep come 
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The book of Revelation tells the tale of two 
witnesses who appear in Jerusalem to 
Speak out against the sins of mankind. 





i6Pee. 












They are eventually killed by those 
prophecies. 


tormented by their 








MY NAME 
1S JERICHO 


CANE. 








Ronald awoke From his dreart.... 
just as they passed through 
the city of Palmdale. 


BECAUSE OF 
YOUR HEAD INJURY, 
YOU MIGHT PASS OUT 
FROM TIME TO TIME. 
THIS 15 COMMON WHEN 
SOMEONE SUFFERS 
FROM A CONCUSSION. 
YOU MAY ALSO HAVE 
FREQUENT LAPSES 
YOUR SHORT TERM 
MEMORY. 





DIP YOu 
JUST HAVE A BAD 
DREAM? 


YEAH. I JUST 
HAD A REALLY VIVID 
ONE. I THINK IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN THE MOST VIVID 
DREAM I'VE EVER 
EXPERIENCED 


I'M WALKING 
THROUGH THIS MAZE. THE 
WALLS ARE MADE OF S$ 
IT'S PART LI APPROACH THIS MAS 
OF MY ORDERS. CHAMBER... AND THERE I¢ é 
I'M SUPPOSED TO LIGHT SOURCE AT THE END. IT 
HAVE YOU DESCRIBE APPROACH THE LIGHT SOURCE... 
ANY DREAMS YOU'VE AND THERE IS THIS LIQUID 
HAD WITH AS MUCH MEMBRANE HOVERING IN 
DETAIL AS FRONT OF IT. 
SIBLE. 





CAN YOU BE 
MORE SPECIFIC 
ABOUT THIS LIQ 
a) IT WAS A 
Ree RANES SQUARE-SHAPED 

HOUSING IMBEDDED IN 

| A WALL OF SAND. IT 

WAS LIKE A WALL OF 


73g 
moe 


At Treer Plaza, inga von Westphalen 
had called a meeting with two members 
of her scientific team. Renowned 
Astro-physicist Dr. Katarina Kurrtzler... 
and her protege... Pr. Soberin Exx. 





THE EXPERIMENT HAS BEEN 
A SPECTACULAR SUCCESS 
THUS FAR. BOTH SPECIMENS 
ARE TRAVELLING WEST. THE 
TAVERNER TWINS HAVE BEEN 
APPREHENDED BY A NEO-MARKIST 
FREEDOM FIGHTER NAMED ZORA 
CHARMICHAELS. MR. SANTAROS 
1S NOW IN THE CITY OF 
PALMDALE WITH MS. 
NOW. 


I STILL DON'T 


LIKE KRYSTA 
NOW. 


A REMARKABLE 
PSYCHIC ABILITY. WHILE 
UNDER HYPNOSIS, SHE 

PRODUCED A REMARKABLE 
LEVEL OF ACCURACY IN 
PREDICTING FUTURE 
EVENTS. 


WE 
BELIEVE THAT 
THIS SCREENPLAY 


EXPERIMENT. 


EXPLAIN TO ME , 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
HER SCREENPLAY. 


WHAT WAS 
THE ORIGIN OF THIS 
SCREENPLAY? 


AFTER PLACING 
KRYSTA UNDER HYPNOSIS 
AND ADMINISTERING AN 
INJECTION OF THE FLUID 
KARMA SOLUTION... I READ TO 
\ HER THE ENTIRE BOOK 
OF REVELATION. 











I THEN ASKED 
MS. NOW TO CREATE 
A DOCUMENT THAT 
WOULD FORECAST 

THE FINAL THREE 
DAYS ON EARTH. 
SHE DELIVERED THE 

DOCUMENT IN 

THE FORM OF A 

SCREENPLAY. 


#28 








THE REVELATION 
OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH 
GOD GAVE UNTO HIM, TO 
SHOW UNTO HIS SERVANTS 
THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY 







| COME TO PASS. AND HE SENT AND 


I DIDN'T REALIZE THAT 
YOU HAD DECIDED TO 
FOCUS ON THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. 


KRYSTA WAS 
ADOPTED AND RAISED 
BY A DEVOUT BAPTIST 
FAMILY IN PALMDALE. 
SHE WOULD NOT HAVE 
REACTED WELL TO 
PASSAGES FROM THE 
KORAN, OR OTHER 
\ APOCALYPTIC RELIGIOUS 
FOLKLORE. 


SIGNIFIED IT BY HIS ANGEL UNTO 
HIS SERVANT JOHN, TO BEAR 
\. RECORD OF THE WORD OF GOD / 


AND THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS / 
CHRIST, AND OF ALL THINGS 
THAT HE SAW. 


r 


SOME RELIGIOUS 
SCHOLARS HAVE 
PROPOSED THAT 
THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION WAS 
WRITTEN WHILE 
THE APOSTLE JOHN 
WAS UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE 
OF MAGICAL 
MUSHROOMS. 








THIS IS A 
LEGITIMATE HYPOTHESIS. 
ON ONE OCCASION I DID 
GIVE MS. NOW A LARGE 
DOSE OF MUSHROOMS JUST 
BEFORE PLACING HER 
UNDER HYPNOSIS. 


iOw 
BIG WAS THE 
DOSE? 


A 
SCREENPLAY 
WRITTEN BY A 
PSYCHIC PORN 

STAR ON 
MUSHROOMS. 


JUST AS 
RELIGIOUS SCHOLARS 
SHE HAVE DEBATED THE 
DOWNED MEANING OF THE 
AN ENTIRE SYMBOLOGY WITHIN THE 
EIGHTH. BOOK OF REVELATION, 
WE MUST NOW DO THE 
\ SAME WITH THIS 
SCREENPLAY. 











The Treer zeppelin production contract earned | 


the corporation $112 billion in one ". 
it erture them 





Before long, the war machine 7 
was running out of gas. There Seeing the potential for another 
was no viable alternative. lucrative contract with the Pertagon, 
a, Inga named her son Baron head 
a top secret alternative Fuel 
project called Fluid Karma. 


They would install a linear acceleration device on the 


ocean Floor, harnessing energy From deep within the 
earth’s crust. The device, a tidal generator they called 
Utopia One, would br ast a hydro-electric energy 
Field that could run a vast network of engines by remote. 





IMAGINE, IF YOU 
WILL, A HYDRO-ELECTRIC 
ENERGY FIELD THAT COVERS 
AN AREA OF SEVERAL HUNDRED 
MILES. VEHICLES DRIVING 
WITHIN THIS ENERGY FIELD 
WOULD NEVER HAVE TO 
BE RE-FUELED. 


LIKE A WIRELESS 
INTERNET ZONE. EXCEPT 
THIS ONE PRODUCES HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC ENERGY FROM 
AN MARINE-BASED SUPER- 
CONDUCTOR THAT REPLENISHES | 
ITSELF WITH THE PERPETUAL / 
MOTION OF THE TIDAL 
DRAG ON THE 
OCEAN FLOOR. 


SMALLER 
ZEPPELINS WILL HELP 
SUSTAIN THE ENERGY 
/__ FIELD AT THE OUTER 
| PERIMETER. AND THESE TINY 
| MECHANICAL ANTENNAES 
\ WOULD BE PLACED AT 
GROUND LEVEL IN ZONES 
OF HIGH TRAFFIC 
CONCENTRATION. 


The aro tae on rea Kare 
wit shockwaves across the world. 
The Pentagon gave hina Four triion dolar 
two additional 


ities. prominent one to be 
Placed just of F the coast of Santa Monica. 








FOSSIL FUEL IS A THING OF THE PAST. 
NO LONGER WILL THIS FOUL BLACK 
SLUDGE INHIBIT THE FORWARD 
PROGRESS OF MANKIND. 











EXPLAIN THE 
TRANSPORT 
MECHANISM. THAT'S 
ALL I'M ASKING. 
















FLUID KARMA 
WORKS VIA 

THE PRINCIPLES 
OF QUANTUM 

ENTANGLEMENT. 


PARTICLES 
THUS ENTANGLED 
WILL BEHAVE IDENTICALLY, \ 
(REGARDLESS OF THE DISTANCE } 
\ BETWEEN THEM, OR THE / 
FORCES AT WORK 
UPON THEM. 





THE 
QUESTION IS 
RIDICULOUS. 


CONSTRUCTED THE 
WORLD'S FIRBT 
PERPETUAL MOTION 















THE OCEAN 15 
A PERPETUAL MOTION 
MACHINE. AS LONG AS 
THE WAVES CONTINUE 

TO CRASH... FLUID 
KARMA WILL EXIST. 










ARE YOU SELLING 
YOUR PATENT TO 
THE JAPANESE? 


THIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE 
15 OVER. 





WE JUS’ 


TRANSMISSION FROM 
ZORA CHARMICHAELS, 
APPARENTLY ONE OF 
THE TAVERNER TWINS 
HAS EXPERIENCED 
HIS FIRST FLUID 
. KARMA DREAM. 





I JUST BTARED AT HIM...” 
THEN ASKED HIM WHAT 
HIB NAME WAS. 





THE TWO 
SUBJECTS HAVE y 
SUCCESSFULLY JERICHO CANE 
CONTACTED ONE 7 iS THE HERO OF 
ANOTHER IN THEIR | KRYSTA'S SCREENPLAY. 
DREAMS. | HE 15 A RUGGED CoP 
A, WHO DOESN'T PLAY 
BY THE RULES. 









I MUST READ 
THIS DOCUMENT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


JERICHO 
CANE. THE SAME 
INITIALS AS JESUS 

CHRIST. 








“THE POWER” (2ND REVISION) / KAPOWSKI ll. 


The vibrating subsides. 


JERICHO 
Earthquake. 


A look of horror appears on Muriel’s beautiful face. 
MURIEL 
Hit the floor. 
EXT. 14000 WANITO PLACE -- NEXT 
Two BLACK SUBURBANS pull up in front of the house. 
Tinted windows roll down and MASKED MEN holding AK-47's 
appear. They begin to unload a torrent of gunfire into the 
front of the house. 
INT. 14000 WANITO PLACE -- FAMILY ROOM -- NEXT 


The TORRENT OF BULLETS rips through the family room... 
shattering lamps... shredding wallpaper... furniture... 


MURIEL 
I SAID HIT THE FLOOR! 


Muriel, Jericho and the rest of the cops follow her lead... 
some reaching for their SIDEARMS as they bury their faces 
into the cheap shag carpet. 

Tawna McBride remains frozen... unable to move. She takes a 
BULLET IN THE CHEST... falling back onto the couch. 

EXT. 14000 WANITO PLACE -- NEXT 

The MASKED GUNMEN retreat back into the SUBURBANS with their 
weapons and drive off. 


INT. 14000 WANITO PLACE -- FAMILY ROOM -- NEXT 


Jericho rises to his feet and approaches the crib. Caleb 
stares back at him... unharmed. 


He lets out a giggle. 


JERICHO 
He’s okay. 


Another small, gaseous fart erupts from inside of him. 


“THE POWER" (2ND REVISION) / KAPOWSKI 12. 


The house begins to shake once again. Another earthquake. 


Jericho turns to Muriel... as books and dishes fall from 
shelves. MacPherson pulls himself up off the floor. 


MACPHERSON 
What the goddamn shit in hell is 
going on here? 


The earthquake subsides. 


MURIEL 
There isn’t much time. The men with 
guns will return soon. We must take 
Caleb away from this place. 


JERICHO 
Where? 


MURIEL 
Out into the desert. There is a 
black house. There is a woman in 
this house that we must speak with. 
(beat) 
Her name is that of a snake. 


Jericho lifts Caleb from his crib and turns to MacPherson. 
JERICHO 
Let’s do this. 
EXT. DESERT ROAD -- MOMENTS LATER 
The POLICE CRUISER drives out into the desert. In the 


distance... we see a large BLACK FARMHOUSE perched up on the 
crest of a hill. 


EXT. BLACK HOUSE -- NEXT 


Jericho and his posse step out of the cruiser. The LARGE 
BLACK FARMHOUSE looms before them. They approach the entrance 
cautiously, with baby CALEB cradled in Muriel’s arms. 


Jericho knocks on the door three times. A SMALL PEEPHOLE DOOR 
opens and a pair of EYES stare out. 


MAN 
Identify yourself. 


JERICHO 
Jericho Cane. 


EEE EEE VT | 


"THE POWER" (2ND REVISION) / KAPOWSKI 13. 


The peephole door closes and a MOHAWKED MAN unlocks and opens 
the door. He reveals himself to be shirtless, covered with 
TATTOOS and armed with an automatic weapon. 


MOHAWKED MAN 
The sorceress has been waiting for 
you. Please step inside. 


ceiling with exposed beams of wood. Several large BOA 
CONSTRICTORS are wrapped around the beams... slithering above 
the room. 


| 
Mohawked Man leads them into a large FAMILY ROOM with a high | 
| 


A beautiful Asian woman named SERPENTINE (30s) is there 
waiting for them. She is surrounded by several thugs, each 
carrying a weapon. 


She takes a drag from her cigarette and stares Jericho down. 


SERPENTINE 
Don't look so scared, Mista Cane. 
Da future... is just like you 


imagined. 


Jericho cocks his head to the right as a BOA slithers down to 
eye level... peering into his soul. 


SERPENTINE 
Do not fear de snake. 


Jericho turns to Muriel, wary of the snakes. 


JERICHO 

Keep the baby away from them. 
SERPENTINE 

I see you have brought da child 

with you. 
MURIEL 

What is wrong with this baby? 
SERPENTINE 

Has he produced a bowel movement? 
MURIEL 

No. 
SERPENTINE 


Does he pass gas? 


| i | 


"THE POWER" (2ND REVISION) / KAPOWSKI 14. 
JERICHO 
Yes. 
SERPENTINE 
Does da earth shake when he pass 
gas? 
MACPHERSON 
You better fucking believe it. 
SERPENTINE 
Den he is da messiah. He has 
returned. 
MURIEL 


How can you be sure that this child 
is the messiah? What proof can you 
give us? 


SERPENTINE 
Let me look into his eyes. 


Muriel steps forward so that Serpentine can see the baby up 
close. 


SEPENTINE 
May I hold him? 


Muriel looks over to Jericho as if to ask permission. After a 
moment’s hesitation, he nods back to her. 


Muriel then hands the baby over to Serpentine. 

With the baby now cradled in her arms, Serpentine begins to 
CHANT SOMETHING IN CHINESE... lifting Caleb up into the 
air... 

A BOA SWOOPS DOWN AND LOCKS ITS JAWS AROUND THE BABY'’S NECK. 


MURIEL 
NOOOOOO00O0OO! 1!!! 


The MASSIVE SNAKE rips Caleb out of Serpentine’s grip and 
begins to COIL ITSELF around the child with lightning speed. 


They watch as the snake begins to devour the child... 


Jericho and MacPherson both grab their PISTOLS from their 
holsters, ready to blast the snake to oblivion. 


Before they can fire off a round, Caleb’s body has 
disappeared into the abyss of the snake’s gullet. 
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MURIEL 
What are you waiting for... shoot 
it! Shoot the snake! 


SERPENTINE 
DON'T SHOOT! 


The ARMED MEN now have their guns pointed at Jericho and 
MacPherson. 


MOHAWKED MAN 
LOWER YOUR WEAPONS! 


Jericho watches in horror as the BULGE made by the INFANT 
begins to inch down the body of the snake. 


SERPENTINE 
DON'T SHOOT! 


MACPHERSON 
WHAT THE FUCK IS WRONG WITH YOU, 
YOU SICK BITCH! 


Just then... the bulge in the snake’s body begins to GLOW 
from within. The snake begins to convulse... its body 
uncoils... LIGHT PULSING beneath its skin. 


JERICHO 
He’s fighting back. 


The GLOWING BULGE in the snake's mid-section begins to glow 
even brighter. The snake is writhing in pain, flopping around 
on the floor as though it is being ELECTROCUTED. 


MURIEL 
FIGHT BACK BABY CALEB! FIGHT BACK 
WITH EVERYTHING YOU‘VE GOT! 


From above... the other BOAS retreat up into the rafters. 


Suddenly... something pierces through the snake’s skin. It is 
CALEB'S ARM... tearing its way out. 


His tiny fingers clinch into a GLOWING FIST... then with his 
elbow he begins to RIP OPEN the hole in the snake so that his 
head can fit through. 


His face... covered in SNAKE BLOOD... glows from within as 
his lips form a wide SMILE. He begins to work the upper part 
of his body out of the convulsing snake with little 
difficulty. 


G0 SS ee 


"THE POWER” (2ND REVISION) / KAPOWSKI 16. 


Then... another BABY FART erupts. The house begins to 
shake... the glow from the middle of the bulge courses 
forward through the snake’s body toward the head. 


THE SNAKE'S HEAD EXPLODES... spraying blood all over the 
room. 


Jericho and the others stare in shock as baby Caleb crawls 
his way out of the bloody snake carcass. 


MACPHERSON 
That kid just got a lot bigger. 


Caleb now looks like he is at least 18 months old. He looks 
up at Muriel with innocent, loving eyes. 


CALEB 
Mom-mee. 


Muriel picks him up off the ground. 


MURIEL 
Where’s the bathroom? I need to 
wash the blood off him. 


Serpentine takes a drag from her cigarette and points to the 
left wing of the farmhouse. 


SERPENTINE 
Down da hall. 


She turns back to Jericho... her face splattered with snake 
blood. She licks some of it from her lips. 


INT. BLACK HOUSE -- NEXT 


The group is now seated in the BACK PARLOR of the farmhouse. 
The parlor is covered with TATTOO DESIGNS on every wall. A 
RECLINER CHAIR mounted in the center of the room. 


Muriel has cleaned the blood off baby Caleb. He is now 
sleeping peacefully in her arms. 


SERPENTINE 
Dis is de way da world ends. Not 
with a whimper... but with a bang. 


JERICHO 
Can you be a little more specific 
about the nature of our apocalypse? 
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SERPENTINE 
Global deceleration. Da rotation of 
de earth is slowing at a rate of 
-000000006 miles per hour each day, 
causing irrational criminal 
behavior. 


MURIEL 
The earthquakes. This must be the 
cause of the earthquakes. 


SERPENTINE 
Dis child... is not of dis earth. 
Now dat he has been baptized in da 
blood of de serpent... so must you, 
Mista Cane. 


JERICHO 
Why me? 


SERPENTINE 
Because you are da pawn. 


JERICHO 
A pawn? Now you’re telling us the 
apocalypse is a game of chess. 


SERPENTINE 
Oh but it is a game, Mista Cane... 
and you must wear da armor of God. 
Da armor of the serpent. 


JERICHO 
But I don’t wear snakeskin. 
Especially when it’s not in season. 


Serpentine retrieves a HI-TECH SYRINGE attached by tubes to a 
MACHINE next to the chair. The machine has a TREER logo 
inscribed upon it. 


SERPENTINE 
Dis is no jacket... dis is ink 
derived from da blood of the 
serpent, injected into your skin. 


As she turns away from them, Muriel notices that Serpentine 
has a SNAKE WRAPPED AROUND A DAGGER tattooed on her back. 


MURIEL 
(whispering to herself) 
Serpentine Dream Theory. 
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MACPHERSON 
You want him to get an ink tattoo 
that’s mixed with snake blood? 


SERPENTINE 
Not just one... but many. One 
tattoo for each major religion of 
da earth. 


Serpentine waves her hand across dozens of TATTOO designs 
hanging on the wall. 


SERPENTINE 
And above dem all... on da nape of 
de neck... anarchy. 


Serpentine points to an ANARCHY symbol. 


MACPHERSON 
What's the point of all this? 


SERPENTINE 
Jericho Cane is to be da guardian 
of de messiah. 
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JERICHO 
(long beat) 
But I didn't ask for this 
responsibility. 


SERPENTINE 
But you are de chosen one... so 
deal with it, you fool! 


Jericho sighs out loud. He then glances over at the wall of 
tattoo designs. RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS stare back at him. 


JERICHO 
Can someone please get me a Bud 
Light? 


Mohawked Guy reaches into a cooler at his feet and retrieves 
a BUD LIGHT can. He tosses it over to Jericho. 


JERICHO (CONT'D) 
Thanks. 


Jericho opens the can and takes a long chug. He notices a 
group of EASTERN RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS, one with a YIN YANG in 
the center. 





JERICHO 
I’m no expert when it comes to 
organized religion. Which one got 
it right? 
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SERPENTINE 
When de messiah reaches maturity, 
da tattoo from de religion dat God 
votes as da winner of da contest 
will bleed da blood of de serpent. 


Muriel walks up to a tattoo of JESUS and touches it. 





MURIEL 


Stigmata. 


JERICHO 
You say contest. What's the name of 
this contest? 


SERPENTINE 
Earth. 


MURIEL 
The fate of the world depends on 
you, Jericho. 


Jericho sighs out loud, finishes his beer and tosses it 
aside. 


JERICHO 
Another Bud Light, please. 
EXT. BLACK HOUSE -- LATER ON 
Jericho sits with MacPherson on the front porch of the black 


house. They are drinking Bud Light and staring off at the 
setting sun. 
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MACPHERSON 

We've been working together on the 
force for five years now, Jericho. 

(beat) 
You know me well enough to know 
that I'm not a religious man. Hell, 
I've done my share of sinning in 
this life. I've done things I'm not 
proud of, and I've got four ex- 
wives who will vouch for that. 

(beat) 
But I believe we have witnessed a 
miracle. That baby has been touched 
by the hand of God. And that hand 
ripped its way through the skin of 
a boa constrictor. And his fart- 
quake exploded that snake's head 
before our very eyes. 

(beat) 
As your partner, I must tell you... 
that you cannot deny this 
responsibility to be his guardian. 


Muriel appears behind them, cradling baby Caleb in her arms. 
Caleb reaches his hand out toward Jericho... smiling at him. 


CALEB 
Da-da. 


INT. BLACK HOUSE -- MOMENTS LATER 


Jericho is now laid out on the RECLINER CHAIR... shirtless... 
arms outstretched onto holsters. 


JERICHO 
How long is this gonna take? 


Mohawked Man approaches with the metal INK GUN in his left 
hand. The TREER logo is stamped on it. 


MOHAWKED MAN 
Not as long as you think. We stamp 
sections of your skin with a fluid 
karma solution and the ink fills 
the shapes on its own. 


SERPENTINE 
Fluid karma is de elixir of God, 
derived from deep beneath da earth. 
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Mohawked Man lifts a large DECAL SHEET out of a pan of blue 
liquid. On the decal is a series of CHINESE LETTERS. 


He places it on the right side of Jericho's chest, lets it 
attach itself to his skin, then peels it off, leaving a faint 
liquid impression of each letter. 





He then takes the INK GUN and sticks the needle into one of 
the impressions left by the decal. Jericho watches as the ink 
expands underneath his skin to reveal the first letter of the 
sequence. 


Muriel takes his hand. 


MURIEL 
Don’t be frightened. 


JERICHO 
I’m not. 


Jericho watches as the CHINESE LETTERS form in ink underneath 
his skin with remarkable speed. The ink seems to be alive 
with a supernatural intelligence. 


JERICHO 
Buddhist. What does it mean? 


Serpentine takes a drag from her cigarette, blowing smoke 
into the air. 


SERPENTINE 
There is a path to end all 
suffering. 
(beat) 
You must take it. 


Muriel watches him closely, cradling baby Caleb in her arms. 
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